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Subject to Board of Education Acceptance: 
 
MINUTES of the Study Session of the Board of Education of the West Irondequoit Central 
School District, Town of Irondequoit, Monroe County, New York held Thursday Evening,  
April 1, 2010, in the Southlawn School, Rochester, NY. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: C. Perreaud, M. Burns, S. Crowder, A. Insalaco 

M. Seeley, J. Vay 
 

BOARD MEMBER ABSENT: R. Schultz 
 
ALSO PRESENT: J. Crane, M. K. Herman, W. Domm,  
 L. McGinley, J. Lisak, T. Lipke 
 
 Visitors: As per the sign-in sheet attached to the 

supplemental file for these minutes. 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

President Perreaud called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Copies of the District’s Code of Conduct were placed at each seat.  Mr. Perreaud referenced 
several paragraphs on pages 4 though 9, particularly as they relate to the behavior of those in 
attendance at Board of Education meetings.   

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

IX. A. 1. Review of 2008-09 NYS Report Card was removed as the state has yet to release 
the embargo on this information.  Therefore, motion was made by Mrs. Burns, seconded by 
Mrs. Crowder, that the agenda be approved as amended. 

Motion Carried: 6-0-0 
 

ROGERS SCHOOL CLASSROOM VISITATIONS 
The study session’s focus centered around the essential question:  How do we foster student 
independence as they engage in synthesis level thinking?  Synthesis level thinking represents 
the highest level of thinking we support our students in achieving.  Promoting it requires all 
curricular areas to teach the understanding of major concepts, in addition to facts and skill.  
The classes the Board visited showed a variety of instructional examples that lead to 
synthesis level thinking.  

 
STUDENT/PARENT/TEACHER RECEPTION 

The meeting recessed at 7:30 p.m. for a brief interaction with the students, faculty and 
parents and resumed at 7:48 p.m. 

 
ROGERS PRINCIPAL’S PRESENTATION 

Following interactions with students and staff, Mr. Brennan shared examples of the 
collaborative efforts of the faculty and School-Based Planning team, around fostering student 
independence, which were demonstrated in the classrooms this evening.  
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BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Public Comment 
District Resident/Address Issue/Concern 
Len Siebert, 111 Pine Grove Ave. Stated misconceptions he felt were voiced at 

the last meeting.  Feels the Board is not being 
realistic with the budget increases.   

Joe Szostek, 24 Couchman Ave. Has lost confidence in the management of tax 
payer’s dollars.  Should be making significant 
budget cuts instead of giving salary increases 
to teachers. 

Ann Cunningham,  392  Pine Grove Ave. Asked that the 1.5-mile transportation cut-off 
be reconsidered, in particular when measured 
along a road without sidewalks.  
Communication to 4th grade parents as to 
whether their students will receive 
transportation or not should be increased. 

 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

Mr. Crane summarized a recent trip with the MCSBA to Albany during which they spoke to 
legislators stressing the burden unfunded mandates place on taxpayers.  He watched a 
presentation of the Dake Odyssey of the Mind Team who ended up winning the state 
competition, qualifying them to attend the World Championships.  Last evening he attended 
the presentation entitled, “Parents Who Host, Lose the Most” which was hosted by our Drug 
Counselor, Rita Dulaney, as well as Mr. Cooper from E.I. 
 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
 Mr. Domm reviewed the February reports to be accepted at the April 15th meeting. 
 
REPORTS OF LEADERSHIP STAFF 

Curriculum 
Professional Development Plan Update 
Ms. Lipke provided the annual update relative to the changes made to the Professional 
Development Plan.  The plan was distributed – all changes to the plan are in red font for easy 
identification.  Action to accept will take place at a future regular meeting. 
 
Personnel  
Review of Personnel Agenda 
Mrs. Lisak reviewed the Personnel Agenda to be approved at the April 15th meeting. 
 
Business 
Audit Committee/ 
No report. 
 
Facilities Plan 
No report. 
 
 



Approval of the Recommendation of the Committee on Special Education  
Committee on Special Education 
Upon motion by Mrs. Burns, with a second by Mrs. Crowder, the following resolution was 
offered: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the recommendations of the Committee on Special Education 
be approved as presented. 

Motion Carried: 6-0-0 
 

NEW BUSINESS AND/OR FEATURED AGENDA TOPICS 
Review of Preliminary Budget 
Final review of the budget prior to adoption at the April 15th meeting took place.  The 
challenges that the state’s 55/25 retirement incentive proposal will cause were discussed.  
Mr. Crane shared a report developed by the SDP program relative to a contingency budget 
for our district. 

 

ROUTINE 
Reports/Correspondence 
Mr. Perreaud  As liaison, attended the Brookview Open House – very well attended. 
Mrs. Burns 
 

 Attended the Senior Citizen dinner/Bye-Bye Birdie. 
 As liaison, attended the Rogers Talent Show. 
 Also attended and reported on the MCSBA Albany trip. 

Mrs. Crowder  Attended the presentation of the OM team – awesome job. 
Mrs. Insalaco 
 

 Attended the Senior Citizens’ dinner – heard great comments. 
 Attended the HNC pancake breakfast. 

Mr. Seeley 
 

 Successful HNC events – Maple Sugar Festival and Pancake Breakfast. 
 Attended the presentation of the OM team – wonderful. 
 Attended Bye-Bye Birdie – fabulous performance. 

Mr. Vay 
 

 Also attended the OM practice and the HNC pancake breakfast. 
 Attended the Brookview Open House. 

 

Meetings 
Audit Committee/Regular Meeting, Thurs., Apr. 15th, District Office, 6:15/7:00 p.m. 
Study Session, Tuesday, May 4th, IHS, 7:00 p.m. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Upon motion by Mrs. Crowder, with a second by Mr. Vay, the Board adjourned into 
Executive Session at 9:20 p.m. to discuss a matter of employment of a particular person. 

Motion Carried: 6-0-0 
ADJOURNMENT 

The Board returned to open session at 10:00 p.m.  There being no further business, the 
meeting was unanimously adjourned following a motion by Mrs. Crowder, with a second by 
Mrs. Insalaco. 
 

      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

      Mary Kay Herman, School District Clerk 
(Copies of all above-mentioned actions are filed with the supplemental file of the minutes of the meeting.) 
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